
8 form: 
 
Reading Comprehension Text: The Rothschild Family 
 
“The Rothschild family is one of the most influential families in modern history, known for their 
wealth, power, and influence in finance. The family’s story began with Mayer Amschel 
Rothschild, who was born in Frankfurt, Germany, in 1744. Mayer worked as a banker, and his 
skills helped him build a successful business. He passed down his financial knowledge and 
wealth to his five sons, who then spread across Europe to establish banking businesses in cities 
like Paris, Vienna, and London. 
 
Each of Mayer’s sons managed a branch of the family business in a different European country, 
which helped the Rothschilds expand their influence. By working together, they created one of 
the first international banking networks. This allowed the family to support major governments 
and finance important projects, including railways, infrastructure, and even wars. 
 
During the 19th century, the Rothschild family became extremely wealthy and powerful. They 
were involved in financing the British government during the Napoleonic Wars, as well as 
supporting other European governments. Their wealth gave them influence in politics and 
society, but they often worked behind the scenes and kept a low profile. 
 
The Rothschild family is also known for their charitable work. Over the years, they have donated 
large sums of money to fund educational programs, medical research, and the arts. Today, the 
Rothschilds continue to work in banking, finance, and philanthropy. Although they are less 
prominent in modern times, their legacy remains a symbol of power, wealth, and social 
influence. 
 
 
Despite many myths and rumors about the Rothschilds, their story is a fascinating example of 
how one family shaped modern finance and influenced European history.” 
 
Task 1: True/False (12 sentences) 
1. The Rothschild family is originally from Germany.  
2. Mayer Amschel Rothschild founded the family’s wealth in banking.  
3. Mayer Rothschild had three sons who spread across Europe.  
4. Each Rothschild son managed a branch in a different country.  
5. The Rothschild family was not involved in European politics.  
6. The Rothschilds helped finance major government projects.  
7. The family lost all their wealth in the 19th century.  
8. The Rothschilds supported the British government during the Napoleonic Wars.  
9. The Rothschilds are known for their charitable contributions.  
10. Today, the Rothschild family only works in politics.  
11. The Rothschilds are no longer involved in banking and finance.  
12. Myths and rumors surround the Rothschild family.  
 
 



Task 2: Multiple Choice (6 questions with options) 
1. Where did Mayer Amschel Rothschild start his banking career? 
• A. Paris 
• B. London 
• C. Frankfurt 
• D. Vienna 
 
2. How did the Rothschilds expand their influence in Europe? 
• A. Through international banking networks 
• B. By opening hotels across Europe 
• C. By investing only in Germany 
• D. Through agricultural work 
 
3. What major project did the Rothschild family finance? 
• A. Hospitals only 
• B. European government infrastructure and wars 
• C. Personal businesses of European royalty 
• D. Entertainment companies 
 
4. What did the Rothschilds contribute to besides finance? 
• A. Charity, education, and the arts 
• B. Environmental research 
• C. Sports and recreation 
• D. Construction projects only 
 
5. How did the Rothschild family influence politics? 
• A. By becoming politicians themselves 
• B. By financing governments and working behind the scenes 
• C. By organizing public rallies 
• D. By opening museums in each European country 
 
6. How is the Rothschild legacy viewed today? 
• A. As a symbol of poverty 
• B. As a symbol of wealth, power, and influence 
• C. As a popular political party 
• D. As a charitable organization only 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 forms: 
 
Listening Script: Family, Friends, and the San Tribe 
 
“Family and friends play an essential role in everyone’s life, offering love, support, and a sense 
of belonging. While families come in many forms, strong family bonds often provide comfort 
and stability. Friends, too, are important as they share common interests and experiences, giving 
us joy and companionship. 
 
In some parts of the world, family and community relationships are especially central. For 
example, the San people, a group of indigenous tribes living in the deserts of southern Africa, are 
known for their close-knit communities. In San culture, people live in small groups called bands, 
where everyone shares resources, works together, and cares for each other. These groups are like 
extended families, and everyone helps raise the children, teach skills, and solve problems. 
 
The San people are skilled hunters and gatherers, meaning they find food in nature rather than 
growing crops or raising animals. The men usually hunt wild animals for food, while the women 
gather fruits, roots, and other plants. Because they live close to nature, the San know a lot about 
plants and animals in their environment, and they pass this knowledge down to each generation. 
 
San society values cooperation and respect. Rather than focusing on individual success, they 
work together and celebrate achievements as a group. People in San communities value 
kindness, patience, and storytelling. Storytelling is important in their culture, as it helps teach 
children about their history, traditions, and values. Through stories, children learn about bravery, 
teamwork, and how to respect nature. 
 
In San communities, people rarely worry about material wealth or personal appearance. Instead, 
they value inner qualities like honesty and generosity. Their way of life is a reminder that strong 
family bonds, friendship, and community can bring happiness and a sense of purpose, even 
without many possessions.” 
 
Task 1: True/False (12 sentences) 
 1. Family and friends can give people a sense of belonging.  
2. The San people live in the forests of northern Africa.  
3. The San live in groups called bands that are like extended families.  
4. Only men gather food in San communities.  
5. San people are hunters and gatherers.  
6. In San culture, individual success is more important than group achievements.  
7. Storytelling is used to pass down knowledge and traditions.  
8. San people place high value on material wealth.  
9. Honesty and generosity are important qualities in San culture.  
10. San children are taught to respect nature.  
11. The San often raise animals for food.  
12. Friends are important because they only help with work.  
 
 



Task 2: Multiple Choice (6 questions with options) 
1. What do families and friends offer to people? 
• A. A sense of fear 
• B. Stability and support 
• C. Opportunities to work alone 
• D. Focus on personal success 
 
2. Where do the San people live? 
• A. Deserts of southern Africa 
• B. Jungles of Asia 
• C. Cities in northern Africa 
• D. Forests of South America 
 
3. How do the San people find food? 
• A. By growing crops 
• B. By hunting and gathering 
• C. By raising animals 
• D. By buying from markets 
 
4. What role does storytelling play in San culture? 
• A. It entertains children only 
• B. It teaches children about history and values 
• C. It focuses on material success 
• D. It replaces formal education 
 
5. Which quality is highly valued in San society? 
• A. Personal appearance 
• B. Wealth 
• C. Generosity 
• D. Competition 
 
6. How are children raised in San communities? 
• A. By individual parents only 
• B. By everyone in the band 
• C. Without guidance 
• D. Through strict schooling 
 
 
 



9th form  
 
Reading Comprehension Text: The Rise of Miguel Martínez, the Padel Prodigy 
 
Padel tennis is one of the fastest-growing sports in the world, combining elements 
of tennis and squash. Played on a smaller, enclosed court with solid rackets and a 
lower-pressure ball, padel is known for its fast-paced action and strategic 
gameplay. The sport originated in Mexico in the 1960s and has since gained 
popularity, particularly in Spain and Latin America. Today, it is played by millions 
of people across the globe, and professional tournaments attract some of the best 
athletes in the sport. 
 
Miguel Martínez is a name that has become synonymous with padel tennis. Born in 
Seville, Spain, in 1995, Miguel discovered padel at the age of 10 when his older 
brother invited him to play a match. Although he initially preferred football, 
Miguel’s talent for padel became apparent almost immediately. By the time he was 
13, he was winning local tournaments, and by 17, he had signed his first 
professional contract. 
 
What sets Miguel apart from other players is his aggressive playing style and 
strategic thinking on the court. His ability to predict his opponent’s moves has 
earned him the nickname “The Padel Strategist.” Off the court, Miguel is known 
for his dedication to fitness and his charitable work. He often organizes events to 
promote padel among young people in underprivileged communities. 
 
Miguel’s breakthrough came in 2017 when he won his first international 
championship in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Since then, he has secured over 20 titles, 
making him one of the top-ranked players in the world. Despite his success, 
Miguel remains humble, crediting his family and coach for his achievements. 
 
Recently, Miguel has expanded his efforts beyond the court. He launched a 
YouTube channel where he shares tips, training routines, and highlights from his 
matches. His goal is to inspire the next generation of padel players. Miguel often 
says, “Padel is more than a sport; it’s a way to connect with people.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1. True/False Statements 
 
Decide whether the following statements are true or false. 
 1. Miguel Martínez was born in Madrid. 
 2. Miguel started playing padel because of his older brother. 
 3. Football was Miguel’s favorite sport before he started playing padel. 
 4. Miguel became a professional padel player at the age of 15. 
 5. Miguel is known for his defensive playing style. 
 6. He organizes events to promote padel among young people. 
 7. Miguel won his first international championship in Mexico. 
 8. Miguel has won more than 20 international titles. 
 9. Miguel credits his success entirely to his own hard work. 
 10. He has a YouTube channel dedicated to teaching football. 
 11. Miguel uses his YouTube channel to inspire young padel players. 
 12. Miguel believes padel is a way to connect with others. 
 
2. Multiple-Choice Questions 
 
Choose the correct answer (a, b, c, or d) for each question. 
 1. Where was Miguel Martínez born? 
a) Madrid 
b) Barcelona 
c) Seville 
d) Valencia 
 2. At what age did Miguel sign his first professional contract? 
a) 13 
b) 15 
c) 17 
d) 18 
 3. What is Miguel’s nickname? 
a) The Padel Prodigy 
b) The Court Master 
c) The Padel Strategist 
d) The Game Changer 
 4. When did Miguel win his first international championship? 
a) 2015 
b) 2016 
c) 2017 
d) 2018 



 5. What is one of Miguel’s off-court activities? 
a) Writing books 
b) Promoting padel in underprivileged areas 
c) Coaching football teams 
d) Organizing international tournaments 
 6. What is Miguel’s view on padel? 
a) It’s a competitive sport for professionals. 
b) It’s a way to make money. 
c) It’s a means to connect with people. 
d) It’s a hobby for retirees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 form:  
 
Listening Script: Sports and Fitness 
 
“Sports and fitness have become essential parts of a healthy lifestyle. Many people enjoy playing 
sports like soccer, basketball, and tennis, which are not only fun but also provide great physical 
exercise. Playing sports helps improve strength, coordination, and teamwork skills. People of all 
ages can benefit from the physical activity, and many communities offer sports programs to 
encourage participation. 
 
In recent years, fitness activities like running, cycling, and yoga have also become popular. 
Running is an excellent cardiovascular exercise that strengthens the heart and lungs. Cycling, 
whether outdoors or on a stationary bike, builds endurance and leg strength. Yoga, on the other 
hand, focuses on flexibility, balance, and mental relaxation. Many people appreciate yoga for its 
ability to reduce stress and improve mental well-being. 
 
Gyms and fitness centers play an important role in promoting fitness. They provide equipment, 
classes, and personal training to help people reach their goals. Some people enjoy group classes 
like aerobics, dance, or spinning, which add a social element to working out. Others prefer to 
work with a personal trainer for a more customized fitness plan. 
 
Maintaining a regular exercise routine can be challenging, especially with busy schedules. 
However, experts recommend at least 150 minutes of moderate exercise each week to maintain 
good health. Regular exercise can help control weight, boost energy, and improve sleep. 
Additionally, staying active can lower the risk of diseases like diabetes and heart disease. 
 
In summary, both sports and fitness activities offer numerous health benefits. From building 
physical strength to improving mental health, staying active is one of the best ways to achieve a 
healthier and happier lifestyle.” 
 
Task 1: True/False (12 sentences) 
1. Playing sports improves teamwork skills.  
2. Cycling is mostly beneficial for arm strength.  
3. Yoga can help reduce stress.  
4. Only young people benefit from physical activity.  
5. Fitness centers only provide classes, not equipment.  
6. Running is a good exercise for the heart and lungs.  
7. Group classes like aerobics add a social element to working out.  
8. A personal trainer creates the same plan for all clients.  
9. Experts recommend 150 minutes of moderate exercise per month.  
10. Regular exercise can improve sleep.  
11. Staying active can lower the risk of diabetes.  
12. Exercise has no effect on mental health.  
 
 
 



Task 2: Multiple Choice (6 questions with options) 
1. Which of these sports helps improve teamwork skills? 
• A. Soccer 
• B. Yoga 
• C. Running 
• D. Swimming 
 
2. What benefit does running provide? 
• A. Strengthens leg muscles only 
• B. Improves heart and lung health 
• C. Increases flexibility 
• D. Builds arm strength 
 
3. Why do some people prefer group classes at the gym? 
• A. They don’t require any equipment 
• B. They add a social aspect to working out 
• C. They are only for advanced athletes 
• D. They are usually very quiet 
 
4. What do fitness experts recommend for maintaining good health? 
• A. Exercising 150 minutes each week 
• B. Only doing strength training 
• C. Avoiding all cardio exercises 
• D. Exercising once a month 
 
5. Which activity is mentioned as being good for flexibility and balance? 
• A. Cycling 
• B. Running 
• C. Tennis 
• D. Yoga 
 
6. What is one benefit of regular exercise? 
• A. It can help you avoid all illnesses 
• B. It boosts energy and improves sleep 
• C. It is only beneficial for young people 
• D. It replaces the need for a healthy diet 
 



10 th form reading  
 
Reading Comprehension Text: Technology Gadgets 
 
“Technology gadgets are changing the way we live, work, and communicate. From smartphones 
and tablets to wearable devices and smart home assistants, these gadgets have become integral to 
our daily routines. 
 
One of the most popular gadgets is the smartphone, a device that has evolved dramatically over 
the past decade. Modern smartphones not only allow us to make calls and send messages but also 
serve as cameras, GPS navigators, and even personal assistants. With access to the internet, users 
can browse, work, and entertain themselves wherever they are. Companies like Apple and 
Samsung continually introduce new models with improved features, leading to frequent upgrades 
among users. 
 
Another gadget gaining popularity is the smartwatch. Originally just an extension of the 
smartphone, today’s smartwatches have advanced features, such as heart rate monitoring, step 
tracking, and even sleep analysis. Some smartwatches can function independently, with their 
own SIM cards and internet access. They are especially popular among fitness enthusiasts who 
use them to track workouts and health data. 
 
Smart home devices, such as smart speakers and lighting systems, are also transforming 
household routines. Smart speakers, like Amazon Echo and Google Home, can play music, 
answer questions, and control other smart devices. Smart lighting, on the other hand, allows 
users to control lighting remotely via smartphone apps, adjusting brightness and even color. This 
is particularly convenient for saving energy and creating customized lighting moods. 
 
Lastly, virtual reality (VR) headsets are making an impact in entertainment and education. VR 
allows users to experience a fully immersive environment, making gaming, learning, and even 
virtual meetings more interactive. Some schools have started using VR to provide students with 
virtual field trips to museums or historical sites, making learning more engaging. 
 
While these gadgets bring many benefits, they also come with some challenges. For example, 
smartphones and VR devices are known to cause eye strain after prolonged use. Moreover, 
concerns about data privacy and security are increasing, especially with smart home devices, as 
these gadgets collect and store personal information. Balancing convenience with privacy and 
health is essential as we continue integrating technology into our lives.” 
 
Task 1: True/False (12 sentences) 
 
 1. Smartphones were originally designed for taking photos.  
 2. Modern smartphones can be used as GPS navigators.  
 3. Apple and Samsung release new smartphone models regularly.  
 4. Smartwatches can monitor heart rate and track workouts.  
 5. Only smartphones can be used to control smart lighting.  
 6. Virtual reality headsets are only used for gaming.  



 7. VR technology is sometimes used in education.  
 8. Smart speakers can only play music.  
 9. Smartwatches are not popular among fitness enthusiasts.  
 10. One disadvantage of using smartphones is eye strain.  
 11. Data privacy concerns are associated with smart home devices.  
 12. Smart lighting systems cannot be controlled remotely.  
 
Task 2: Multiple Choice (6 questions with options) 
 
 1. What can modern smartphones be used for besides making calls? 
 • A. Cooking 
 • B. Painting 
 • C. Browsing, work, and entertainment 
 • D. Laundry 
 
 2. Which companies are mentioned as popular smartphone manufacturers? 
 • A. Google and Microsoft 
 • B. Apple and Samsung 
 • C. Amazon and Sony 
 • D. Facebook and Instagram 
 
 3. Who primarily uses smartwatches for tracking health data? 
 • A. Teachers 
 • B. Students 
 • C. Fitness enthusiasts 
 • D. Musicians 
 
 4. Which of the following is a function of smart speakers? 
 • A. Preparing meals 
 • B. Controlling other smart devices 
 • C. Painting walls 
 • D. Analyzing heart rate 
 
 5. What is one potential disadvantage of using VR devices? 
 • A. Increase in cooking skills 
 • B. Eye strain 
 • C. Faster internet speeds 
 • D. Improved energy savings 
 
 6. Why is data privacy a concern with smart home devices? 
 • A. They can overheat easily 
 • B. They collect and store personal information 
 • C. They are difficult to install 
 • D. They are too expensive 
 
 



10 th form 
 
Listening Script: The Role of AI in Our Life 
 
“Artificial intelligence, or AI, is transforming many aspects of our daily lives. AI refers to 
systems or machines designed to perform tasks that typically require human intelligence, such as 
learning, problem-solving, and decision-making. One common example is virtual assistants like 
Siri or Alexa, which help us with tasks, from setting reminders to answering questions. These 
assistants use natural language processing to understand and respond to spoken commands. 
 
AI is also crucial in healthcare. Doctors use AI-powered tools to analyze medical images and 
detect diseases more accurately and quickly. This technology is especially helpful for identifying 
conditions like cancer in early stages, potentially saving lives. Furthermore, AI can assist in 
predicting patient outcomes and personalizing treatment plans based on a person’s unique needs. 
 
In transportation, self-driving cars represent one of the most exciting applications of AI. 
Companies like Tesla and Google are developing vehicles that use sensors and algorithms to 
navigate without human input. Although fully autonomous vehicles aren’t widespread yet, AI is 
already improving safety by enabling features like automatic braking and lane assistance. 
 
Another area where AI is impactful is entertainment. Streaming platforms like Netflix use AI 
algorithms to recommend shows and movies based on a person’s viewing history, making it 
easier to discover new content. Social media platforms use similar algorithms to show users 
content they are likely to enjoy, making the experience more personalized. 
 
However, AI also raises concerns. Many people worry about privacy, as AI can analyze vast 
amounts of personal data. There are also fears about job loss, as some tasks that once required 
human workers can now be automated. Experts suggest that while AI will change certain job 
roles, it will also create new opportunities in fields like AI development, data analysis, and 
cybersecurity. 
 
In summary, AI has become an integral part of modern life, offering significant benefits in areas 
like healthcare, transportation, and entertainment, but also posing challenges. As technology 
advances, it’s essential to consider both its positive impacts and potential risks.” 
 
Task 1: True/False (12 sentences) 
 
 1. AI only assists with tasks in the field of entertainment.  
 2. Virtual assistants like Siri use AI to process spoken commands.  
 3. AI-powered tools can help detect diseases early in healthcare.  
 4. Self-driving cars are widely available and used by most people today. 
 5. AI is used in transportation to improve safety features in cars.  
 6. Social media platforms use AI to make the experience more personalized.  
 7. AI has completely eliminated the need for human workers in all jobs.  
 8. AI in healthcare can help doctors personalize treatment plans.  
 9. Privacy concerns are a potential downside of AI technology.  



 10. AI only affects the healthcare and transportation industries.  
 11. Netflix uses AI to recommend content based on viewing history.  
 12. The use of AI raises no concerns about job loss.  
 
Task 2: Multiple Choice (6 questions with options) 
 
 1. What task does a virtual assistant like Siri help with? 
 • A. Building computers 
 • B. Setting reminders and answering questions 
 • C. Painting pictures 
 • D. Teaching classes 
 
 2. In healthcare, what is one benefit of AI? 
 • A. Reducing hospital staff 
 • B. Detecting diseases early 
 • C. Increasing medication costs 
 • D. Avoiding medical imaging 
 
 3. Which company is mentioned as working on self-driving cars? 
 • A. Netflix 
 • B. Apple 
 • C. Google 
 • D. Facebook 
 
 4. How does Netflix use AI? 
 • A. To produce new movies 
 • B. To recommend shows based on viewing history 
 • C. To increase subscription costs 
 • D. To design streaming devices 
 
 5. What is one concern related to AI? 
 • A. Higher prices for products 
 • B. Increased pollution 
 • C. Loss of privacy and potential job loss 
 • D. Decreased demand for technology 
 
 6. What do experts believe about the future of jobs affected by AI? 
 • A. Jobs will completely disappear 
 • B. Only certain jobs will be affected, while new ones are created 
 • C. Jobs will stay the same 
 • D. AI will stop evolving 
 
 
 
 
 



11th form 
Reading Comprehension Text: How to Survive a Tornado 
 
Tornadoes are among nature’s most destructive forces, capable of leveling entire communities in 
minutes. These violent storms occur when warm, moist air meets cold, dry air, creating powerful 
updrafts and spinning funnels of wind that can reach speeds exceeding 300 miles per hour. While 
tornadoes are unpredictable, preparation and quick thinking can significantly improve your 
chances of survival. 
 
Understanding Tornadoes 
Tornadoes form most often in regions with frequent temperature contrasts, such as the central 
United States, famously referred to as “Tornado Alley.” Spring and early summer are the peak 
tornado seasons, but these storms can occur at any time of year. Meteorologists use advanced radar 
systems and storm chasers to study tornadoes and issue warnings, but predicting their exact path 
remains a challenge. 
 
Preparation is Key 
Surviving a tornado starts long before one strikes. Having a well-thought-out emergency plan and 
access to a safe shelter are critical. Basements, storm shelters, or small interior rooms on the lowest 
floor of a sturdy building provide the best protection. Experts also recommend keeping an 
emergency kit with essentials such as water, non-perishable food, flashlights, batteries, and a 
weather radio. 
 
Taking Action During a Tornado 
When a tornado warning is issued, immediate action is crucial. Avoid windows and seek shelter in 
a designated safe space. If you’re outdoors, lying flat in a ditch or low-lying area away from trees 
and cars might be your best option. Contrary to popular belief, taking cover under an overpass can 
increase danger due to wind tunnel effects. Similarly, remaining in a vehicle is highly discouraged 
unless there are no alternatives. 
 
After the Storm 
The aftermath of a tornado can be equally hazardous. Downed power lines, gas leaks, and unstable 
structures pose serious risks. Always wait for official clearance before returning to affected areas. 
Additionally, helping neighbors and communities rebuild can strengthen resilience and unity in the 
face of future disasters. 
 
While tornadoes are terrifying, understanding their nature and adopting proactive measures can 
save lives. As experts frequently remind us, “Preparation is not just a precaution; it’s a life-saving 
necessity.” 
 
Tasks to Test Comprehension 
 
1. True/False Statements 
 
Determine whether the following statements are true or false. 
 1. Tornadoes are caused when warm, moist air meets cold, dry air. 



 2. Tornado Alley is located in the southeastern United States. 
 3. Tornadoes only occur during spring and summer. 
 4. Meteorologists can accurately predict the exact path of tornadoes. 
 5. Basements and storm shelters are the safest places to be during a tornado. 
 6. It’s safe to stay in your car during a tornado if you’re outdoors. 
 7. Taking shelter under an overpass is a good way to stay safe. 
 8. Emergency kits should include food, water, and a weather radio. 
 9. Tornadoes can exceed wind speeds of 300 miles per hour. 
 10. Returning to tornado-affected areas immediately is highly recommended. 
 11. Tornado preparation can help save lives. 
 12. Helping communities rebuild after a tornado can increase resilience. 
 
2. Multiple-Choice Questions 
 
Choose the correct answer (a, b, c, or d) for each question. 
 1. What causes tornadoes? 
a) Sudden rainstorms 
b) Colliding air masses 
c) Earthquakes 
d) High humidity 
 2. Which region is known as “Tornado Alley”? 
a) The southeastern United States 
b) The central United States 
c) The northeastern United States 
d) The southwestern United States 
 3. Why are tornadoes hard to predict? 
a) They occur randomly in deserts. 
b) They form quickly and change paths unexpectedly. 
c) They only occur during specific months. 
d) They are invisible until they touch the ground. 
 4. What is recommended for tornado preparedness? 
a) Avoiding small, enclosed spaces 
b) Carrying a detailed evacuation plan 
c) Having an emergency kit with essentials 
d) Staying near windows for updates 
 5. Why is sheltering under an overpass dangerous? 
a) Falling debris can block the area. 
b) Overpasses intensify wind speeds. 
c) They are often overcrowded. 
d) Overpasses attract lightning. 
 6. What is one key message in the text? 
a) Tornadoes are unpredictable but survivable with preparation. 
b) Tornadoes rarely cause long-term damage. 
c) Staying outdoors during a tornado is the safest option. 
d) Rebuilding after a tornado is unnecessary. 
 



11 th form (listening)  Listening Script: Natural Disasters 
 
“Natural disasters are powerful, often unexpected events that cause widespread destruction and 
impact human lives. They include phenomena such as earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, and 
wildfires. Each type of disaster has unique causes and effects, but they all share a common 
threat: the potential to devastate communities. 
 
Earthquakes occur due to movements within the Earth’s crust, usually along fault lines. When 
tectonic plates shift suddenly, they release seismic energy, causing the ground to shake. In 
densely populated areas, earthquakes can destroy buildings, infrastructure, and lead to significant 
loss of life. Some regions, such as Japan and California, have implemented advanced building 
codes and early warning systems to minimize damage, but predicting the exact timing of an 
earthquake remains challenging. 
 
Hurricanes, also known as cyclones or typhoons depending on their location, form over warm 
ocean waters and can last for several days. These storms bring heavy rainfall, strong winds, and 
storm surges that flood coastal regions. Scientists have noticed an increase in hurricane intensity, 
partly due to climate change, as rising ocean temperatures fuel these storms. While 
meteorologists can forecast hurricanes days in advance, evacuation and preparation are still 
essential for communities in high-risk areas. 
 
Flooding is one of the most frequent and deadly natural disasters, often triggered by heavy 
rainfall, melting snow, or dam failures. Urban areas are particularly vulnerable, as concrete and 
asphalt prevent water from draining, increasing the likelihood of flash floods. Flood management 
strategies include building levees, creating retention basins, and restoring wetlands, which can 
naturally absorb excess water. 
 
Wildfires, on the other hand, can start naturally through lightning strikes or be caused by human 
activity, such as discarded cigarettes or unattended campfires. In dry, windy conditions, wildfires 
can spread rapidly, endangering entire communities and ecosystems. Recent years have seen an 
increase in wildfires, especially in regions with prolonged droughts. Fire management teams now 
use technology like satellite monitoring and controlled burns to help prevent or control wildfires. 
 
The aftermath of these disasters can leave long-lasting effects. Survivors may suffer from mental 
health issues due to trauma, and rebuilding efforts can take years. While scientists and 
governments work to improve disaster prediction and response, natural disasters remain a potent 
reminder of the forces beyond human control.” 
 
Task 1: True/False (12 sentences) 
 
 1. Earthquakes can be predicted with precise timing.  
 2. Hurricanes are known as typhoons in certain regions. 
 3. Rising ocean temperatures contribute to stronger hurricanes. 
 4. Flooding is mainly caused by forest fires.  
 5. Urban areas are more prone to flash floods due to their infrastructure.  
 6. Wildfires can only start from human activity.  



 7. Droughts have contributed to an increase in wildfires.  
 8. California and Japan have advanced building codes to reduce earthquake damage.  
 9. Storm surges during hurricanes can flood coastal regions.  
 10. Flood management includes strategies like building skyscrapers.  
 11. Fire management teams do not use satellite monitoring for wildfires.  
 12. Rebuilding after natural disasters is often quick and easy.  
 
Task 2: Multiple Choice (6 questions with options) 
 
 1. What primarily causes earthquakes? 
 • A. Volcanic eruptions 
 • B. Movements within the Earth’s crust 
 • C. Rising sea levels 
 • D. Wind patterns 
 
 2. How can communities reduce damage from hurricanes? 
 • A. By building dams 
 • B. Through early evacuation and preparation 
 • C. By planting more trees 
 • D. By avoiding coastal areas entirely 
 
 3. What makes urban areas vulnerable to flash floods? 
 • A. Their proximity to rivers 
 • B. Concrete and asphalt preventing water drainage 
 • C. High population density 
 • D. Higher average temperatures 
 
 4. Which natural disaster is often intensified by prolonged droughts? 
 • A. Earthquakes 
 • B. Hurricanes 
 • C. Wildfires 
 • D. Floods 
 
 5. What tool is used in fire management to monitor wildfires? 
 • A. Flood basins 
 • B. Wind turbines 
 • C. Satellite monitoring 
 • D. Earthquake sensors 
 
 6. What is a common effect on survivors after a natural disaster? 
 • A. Improved physical health 
 • B. Increased wealth 
 • C. Mental health issues 
 • D. Higher job satisfaction 



STAGE II NATIONAL STUDENTS OLYMPIAD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Writing for 11th Form Students 

 
1. The following is quoted in an online political discussion. Write a contribution to the 

discussion giving views on the quotation in terms of our country. “Galbraith said that all 
of the greatest leaders have had one characteristic in common: it was the willingness to 
confront unequivocally the major anxiety of their people in their time. This? And not 
much else? Is the essence of leadership” 

2. Write an article about the dangers of over-exercising. In your article briefly discuss the 
benefits of leading a healthy lifestyle and describe the danger signs of overdoing the 
exercise. 

3. Write an essay entitled “ Other People’s Music”. Write about the type of music that 
annoys you? Describe the places and circumstances where you would rather not listen to 
music and enplane how you can avoid the annoyance of unwanted music. 

 
 

STAGE II NATIONAL STUDENTS OLYMPIAD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Writing for 10th Form Students 

 
1. You have been asked to write an essay presenting your views on technology. What kinds 
of technology do you use everyday? What do you consider some of the most important 
technological inventions? How do these inventions change our lives? Can too much 
technology be bad for us? Write an essay giving your opinions.  
2. Which do you think is more important: to be disciplined and a hard worker, or to be 
creative? Write an essay on which quality you think is more important. What are the good  
and bad things about being creative? What are the good and bad things about being 
disciplined? Tell about a time you used creativity or discipline to solve a problem.  
3. Write an article to the magazine about file-sharing. In the article give your opinion on 
downloading free music from the Internet, write whether you think people who do this 
should be punished and enplane your own method of obtaining and listening to music. 

 
 

STAGE II NATIONAL STUDENTS OLYMPIAD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Writing for 9th Form Students 

 
 

1.  Write an essay on the following question. How is the way people access news changing 
and how important is it today to keep up with national and international news. 

2. An American is coming to teach English in your school. Your English teacher asks you to 
write him a letter about schools in Ukraine. Try to explain how your school will be 
different than an American school. Talk about the different customs in your town. Tell 
your future teacher what kind of things you want to learn and what kinds of activities you 
want to do in class. 

3.  Write an informal letter to a friend in another country. She wants to know about popular 
holidays in Ukraine. What is your favorite holiday? How do you celebrate this holiday? 



Be sure to include food, customs, important traditions and the history of this holiday. Are 
there holidays that are more popular among teenagers than among adults?  

 
 

STAGE II NATIONAL STUDENTS OLYMPIAD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Writing for 8th Form Students 

 
 

1.   An international company wants to get a picture of sport in our country. Write what 
sports are played in our region, which ones are the most popular, which sport you have 
played and how you think sport can help people in their lives. 
 

2. A famous travel guide company has contacted you. They want information about your 
town/village.  Write a travel article about your town/village. Include the location of your 
village/town, places of interest, popular activities for different seasons, and how a 
traveler can find your village/town. Be sure to tell travelers what they need to know about 
your village (cultural differences, available conveniences, what they should be careful of 
doing, and where they can stay). Make sure your show your town/village as an interesting 
and fun travel destination.    

 
3. A 8th form class in Great Britain has contacted you. They want to know what it is like to 

be a 8th form student in Ukraine. Write an informal letter to British teenagers about what 
school life is like in Ukraine. How are the classes? What things do teenagers do after 
school? Are there many clubs or sports teams? What kind of social events are there? Do 
you think there are many differences between going to school in Ukraine and going to 
school in Britain? What do you think is important for British teenagers to know about 
teenagers in Ukraine? 
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